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COMPOSITION II ‘MIDTERM’Spring 2018: Retest
This is your opportunity to improve upon your score on the midterm test. In this take home, open book version of the test you will type up answers to allten items inbrief paragraphs written in full sentences. If you need extra help in understanding the questions or want someone to review your answers you may get help from a tutor. Some of the items are exactly as they appeared on the previous test while others have been adjusted.Important Note: Your retest is due for submission by class time on Thursday, April 5. You may email it to me or drop hard copy off at my office if it’s done earlier. However, no retests will be accepted late – after next Thursday morning - for any reason.
1. What is the expositionof a story? What, specificinformation does exposition usually provide for readers? Is an exposition always necessary to a story? Use a story or storieswe’ve read for examples to explain your answer well.
The exposition is the part of the story in which the author introduces important background information; for example, the setting, events occurring before the main plot, character’s back stories, etc.  The story “A Good Man Is Hard to Find” by Flannery O’Connor begins with the exposition “the grandmother didn’t want to go to Florida” before it enters into the rising action. The sentence is an exposition because the author is trying to provide some background information explaining why the grandmother was so reluctant to go to Florida. The information helps the reader understand the story, plot, setting as well as the characters. An exposition is always necessary to the story because without it, the reader would feel lost for not understanding the story or the intent the author had when writing it. 

2. What is an antagonist?  Identify the antagonist in “A White Heron” or “Cathedral”. Explain your reasoning.
Antagonist is a person who is always hostile towards the main character and is the source of conflict in a story. In other words, antagonist is the force or obstacle working against the protagonist.  The hunter who wants to kill the heron in the story “A White Heron” is the antagonist. Although he is nameless, one could tell that he represents something larger than himself. He is the antagonist because he is symbolizing the desire, which some people have towards exploiting country’s resources for establishing manufacturing industries or even for their personal use.
3. What are the 5 chief techniques (or strategies) a writer may use in order to present and develop a character? In other words, what are the five ways writers can tell us about characters?Next,choose any one character from “A Good Man is Hard to Find” or “Cathedral” and explain the principle techniques the author uses for presenting her/him.
Writers have a fundamental responsibility of building characters in a story because the audience cares for about characterization than anything else. The effort the writer puts in a piece of work could be naught if he or she does not make characters who seem to be real and compelling to the audience. It is the characters that the audience tends to remember, identify and bond with, like or dislike as they play different roles in the story. Therefore, learning how to create great characters is essential in creating a great story the audience likes. The following are five strategies or techniques writers can use in order to present and develop great characters:
Technique 1: Physical Description
Writers should use this technique to describe how a character is behaving, look, sound, or even dress. By using this technique, the writer helps the reader create a mental picture of how the character appears. 
Technique 2: Show and Tell
To use this technique, the writer needs to make obvious some facts about the character. Showing takes more space than telling every detail about the character. Making it explicit by telling the reader about character’s personality takes less energy hence making it impossible for the aspect of characterization hurting the narrative flow.  Therefore, telling and showing the character’s personality is an essential technique that feeds the reader with important information about the character without any fuss. 
Technique 3: The use of dialogue
Dialogue is the most important strategy for characterization. By enclosing some direct quotations said by a particular character in the story, the writer helps the reader not only see the character, but hear for herself or himself what the character have to say. The use of dialogue helps the reader/audience differentiate different characters hence understanding the roles in the story even more vividly. 

Technique 4: the use of the revealing action
Writers forces characters to respond to their story’s plot in a certain manner. By developing a compelling plot, the writer can as well create great characters who respond to various stimulus or actions included in the plot of the story. The ways in which characters respond to various actions in the story reveals the fictional person the writer has build. 
Technique 5: Acting
Writers need to act as if they are the fictional characters they have built in their stories. In other words, they need to assume they are the real characters in the stories they are writing and imagine how they would act in various episodes. Acting strategy is all about empathy. To develop characters readers can associate with, the writer needs to imagine himself or herself as the real character portrayed in the story. By so doing, the writer is able to create characters that are realistic and ones the audience can relate within the story. 
Principle Techniques 
The author of the story “A Good Man is Hard to Find” has used dialogue technique to bring his characters to live and this is obvious on how he has used direct quotations in the story. Here is an example of a passage in which the writer has used dialogue technique: “"Tennessee is just a hillbilly dumping ground," John Wesley said, "and Georgia is a lousy state too." "You said it," June Star said. "In my time," said the grandmother, folding her thin veined fingers, "children were more respectful of their native states and their parents and everything else.…” Physical description is also another technique the writer has used in the story. For example, in the following passage he brings it to light that the grandmother was wearing white cotton gloves “…removing her white cotton gloves and putting them up with her purse on the shelf in front of the back window.”

4. Is Stokesie in “A&P” a flat or round character?  Is he dynamic or static? Could he be termed a foil?   Explain all three ofyour answers briefly.
Flat characters are characters who do not change from the beginning of the story to the end. Stokesie in “A&P” is a flat character because the writer did not develop his character more vividly. He is also static because he does not grow or even change throughout the story and is only used to contrast a major character.  Unlike all other major characters in the story, Stokesie could also be termed a foil because he is used to highlight a major character (Sammy) in the story. 
5. Identify the narrative perspective in  “A Rose for Emily” or “Hills Like White Elephants” How is that perspective important to the plot and meaning of the story?
First it is important to understand here that “narrative perspective” is a phrase used to refer to a set of features that determine the point of view from which a story is told. However, the narrative perspective in “A Rose for Emily” is in the third person. In the first section of the story, the narrator is using the word “they” in reference to the meeting between Emily and the town’s officials. The use of the word “they” is a clear indication the narrative perspective of the story is in the third person. The perspective is important to the plot of the story because it helping the reader understand that whoever was telling the story was not part of it or was not a character in the story. The author decided to use third person to ensure that the narrator helps the reader understand Emily who could not express herself due to her poor mental state hence giving the story even more meaning. 

6. What does the term milieu mean? What is the milieu for “Story of an Hour”?  How can that story’s milieu be seen as important to a reader’s understanding of the story? 
Every character is surrounded by the world he or she lives in and, therefore, the term milieu is used in literal work to refer to the context in which the story is based upon. The milieu for “Story of an Hour” is more vivid in the sense that the author is trying to show how Mrs. Mallard was going through a mental journey not knowing what was coming on her way. Since she was suffering from a heart condition, people around her were careful not to break the news about her husband’s death. However, she continued to struggle with thoughts and strong feelings of something bad she thought would happen to her. The story’s milieu is important because it invokes feelings the writer wants the reader to feel something that also helps the audience understand the context of the story. 
7.  The narrator of “The Yellow Wallpaper” describes the wallpaper itself “as dull enough to confuse the eye in following,  pronounced enough to irritate and provoke study, and when you follow the uncertain curves…..[they] plunge off at outrageous angles, destroy themselves in unheard of contradictions.”  How is the wording of this passage important, literally and symbolically?
Literally, the wording and phrasing of the sentence is important because it is telling the reader more about the character or a woman who is eagerly fighting for her womanhood. Symbolically, the passage is important because it implies something strange and terrible that helps the reader understand more about female procreation.

8. What is irony? What is foreshadowing? Define the terms and give specific examples of both foreshadowing and irony drawn from any of our stories.
Irony is a literal device that signifies the opposite of what a person means while foreshadowing is a literal device that refers to the use of indicative words and phrases that gives a hint of what is likely to unfold in the story. In his story “The Things They Carried”, O'Brien uses irony to make the audience believe that the story is true even though not everything he says about the war and his friend is true. The first thing to notice in the story is how O’Brien exhaustively lists all the things that the men carry. The profound irony is that it is not the physical weight the men carry that will cause problems in their lives, but the non-physical things such as emotions, bad experiences, memories, guilt, regrets and so forth.   
Foreshadowing also used in the story “The Things They Carried” to create suspense and help the reader guess what might happen in the future. For example, at the beginning of the story O’Brien states that “Jimmy Cross burned a photo of Martha.” The statement is a good example of foreshadowing that Jimmy Cross will try to be a better leader in future. Therefore, it would be plausible to say that O’Brien used foreshadowing to make a vague reference to something that is to come later on in the story.

9. What do the literary terms style and tone refer to? Describe the major qualities of writing style and tone you observe in any one of the stories you choose to discuss.
Style is the manner of expression of a particular writer produced by: choice of words, sentence structures, and use of literary devices, rhythm, and other elements of composition. The author of the story “A Rose for Emily” uses third person’s point of view to set himself apart. This can be perceived as a style he uses in his writing. Most of the words he chooses to use in his piece of writing also indicate his ability to use an appropriate style that serves the purpose of the text.  
Tone is the attitude of the writer towards a subject. The author’s tone in the story “The Things They Carried” is somehow persuasive as he is trying to persuade the audience to believe in everything he says about their experiences in the war. By sharing the experiences, the author makes the audience feel the attitude he has towards the war.  
10.  Answer BOTH A and B Parts
A.Here is a diagram depicting the structure of simple plots for stories.  First, label its parts.
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B. Does this plot map work better for describing “A Good Man is Hard to FInd” or  for “A&P”?Why?
The plot map works better for describing “A Good Man is Hard to Find” because the story vividly explains what happens. The story starts with exposition where the author sets up the story getting ready for what is about to come. The story moves into the rising action until it reaches to the boiling point towards the middle of the story where Misfit tries to ask for forgiveness for not being a good man. The story reaches the climax and then enters into the falling action when things start to wrap up before it becomes even clearer of what happened to the character. Whatever happens to the character is the conclusion. Therefore, the plot map work better for describing “A Good Man is Hard to Find” as the story passes through all the levels mapped in the diagram. 




